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SYDNEY: You may well be.

ETHEL: You're not really going off with that man, Lois<

Lois: I am*

ETHEL: You can't be in love with him.

Lois: Of course not.  If I were, d'you think I'd be such j

fool as to go?
ETHEL: [Ag&ast.] Lois.
Lois: If I loved him I'd be afraid.
ETHEL: You don't know what you're doing.  It would b

awful and unnatural if you loved him, but there woul<

be an excuse for you.

Lois: Has love done very much for you, Ethel?
ETHEL: Me?   I don't know what you mean.   I marriec

Howard.  I took him for better, for worse.
Lois: YouVe been a good wife and a good mother.  1

virtuous woman. And a lot of good it's done you. Fv

seen   you   grow   old   and   tired   and   hopeless.   Fn

frightened, Ethel., frightened.
ETHEL: I wasn't obliged to marry. Mother and father wer

against it.
Lois: You could have stayed on at home like Evie.  So ca

I.  I'm frightened, Ethel.  I'm frightened. I don't wan

to become like Evie.

ETHEL: Mother, can't you do something?  It's so awfu]
It's such madness.

MRS. ARDSLEY: I'm listening to what Lois has to say.

ETHEL: [With a catch in her breathl\ You're not running
away from anybody here?

Lois:   [Sm'Img.]  Oh, my dear,  that isn't at all in  m1
character.

ETHEL: {Ashamed and awkward.] I thought that perhap
someone had been trying to make love to you.